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Emerging Shoreline Rules Balance  
Community Objectives 

 
State law requires that the City have special policies 
and regulations for all land area within 200 feet of 
the Snohomish River, Pilchuck River, and 
Blackman’s Lake.  Snohomish’s Shoreline Master 
Program (SMP), first adopted in 1976, is getting an 
over-haul with the assistance of a $125,000 grant 
from the Washington State Department of Ecology. 
 
The SMP update must conform to specific 
guidelines established by the Department of 
Ecology, but the City has some discretion regarding 
which rules are applied where.  A special Citizen 
Advisory Committee was formed in 2010 to guide 
the update process and document.  Early draft 
policies and regulations for our shorelands were 
recently shared with the City’s Planning 
Commission. 
 
One of the most-discussed topics so far is how to 
apply regular shoreline protections in the downtown 
area, where the river’s edge is highly altered and the 
prospect of creating new, viable habitat is limited.  
The Planning Commission, in its initial review of 
the draft SMP, concluded that the shoreline of the 
Snohomish River in the vicinity of the downtown 
area should continue to serve as a cultural and 
economic amenity, rather than transition back to a 
natural, riparian state.  With this approach, the 
environmental restoration and enhancement that 
would otherwise be required there will instead be 
located elsewhere.  The City will need to 
demonstrate to the Department of Ecology that this 
strategy will not harm fish or wildlife. 
 
The draft SMP will be released in the upcoming 
months and public hearings will occur before final 
action is taken by the City Council.  For more 
information, contact Corbitt Loch at (360) 282-3170 
or loch@ci.snohomish.wa.us. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Snohomish River Through Downtown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Calendar 2011  
 

Liquor Advisory Committee 
Monday, October 10 – 6 p.m. 

Police Station 
230 Maple Avenue 

 

City Council 
Tuesday, October 11 
Workshop – 6 p.m. 

Gilbertson Board Room 
1601 Avenue D 

 
Design Review Board 

Wednesday, October 12 – 7 p.m. 
City Hall Conference Room 

116 Union Avenue 
 

Civil Service Commission 
Thursday, October 13 – 6 p.m. 

City Hall Conference Room 
116 Union Avenue 



Centennial Trail Update 
Strider Construction Co. Inc. is making progress in 
building the missing link of the Centennial Trail 
here in Snohomish. Please contact Ann Stanton, 
project manager at Stanton@ci.snohomish.wa.us or 
360 282-3195 with any questions. 
 

 
View south from Fourth Street 

 
 

Council approves grants for 
Tourism Promotion 

 
Tourism is an important economic driver for the 
City of Snohomish.  Each year the Council awards 
grants from taxes collected on overnight lodging 
stays at the Snohomish Inn and the local bed and 
breakfast facilities.  For 2012 projects the Council 
has awarded $10,000 in all to the following 
recipients.   
 
Arts of Snohomish received $1,200 for a plein air 
project titled “Painting Historic Snohomish” which 
is scheduled for Sept. 2012 in conjunction with the 
annual home tour. 
 
City of Snohomish Economic Development received 
$1,200 to produce a travel blog with stories focusing 
on the events, activities and tourism assets of the 
community. 
 
Historic Downtown Snohomish received $2,100 
towards a multi media advertising campaign 
promoting the downtown. 
 

Snohomish Chamber of Commerce received $2,500 
to market the Snohomish Wine Festival in March 
2012. 
 
Snohomish Senior Center received $3,000 to market 
the Snohomish BrewFest and to expand it to a two 
day event in October 2012. 

 
 

Carnegie Work Begins 
Testing of various sorts is underway at the Carnegie 
building this month.  The test results will document 
existing conditions as needed to prepare 
construction plans and specifications to complete a 
grant-funded project to strengthen the building in 
order to better withstand earthquakes. Seventy-five 
percent of the funding for this work is being 
provided by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  The 
balance of funding is provided by the Washington 
State Emergency Management Division together 
with local funds derived from Carnegie building 
rental fees and donations from the Snohomish 
Carnegie Foundation. 
 

 
Susan Beckham of Associated Earth Sciences, Inc. evaluates core 

samples for soil bearing capacity at the Carnegie building this week 
 
 



  

  



 


